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GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY 

What is International Time line and International Date Line? 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS mains paper I 
V Geography, International Date Line, Longitude and Latitudes 

Longitude and Latitude 

¶         The earth is divided into horizontal and vertical imaginary lines 

¶         The parallels of latitudes are horizontal, while the meridians of longitudes are vertical 

¶         There are 360 degrees of longitude because one circle covers the earth from both the sides 
covering the entire globe. 

¶         There are 180 degrees of latitudes. 

¶         One easy way to remember the orientation of latitudes and longitudes is longitudes are long, 
and latitudes are lateral. 

¶         The centre point of the meridian lies at the Greenwich Observatory England is known as Prime 
Meridian, making it Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). Greenwich is a city located in London (UK) 

¶         The International Date Line is located halfway around the world from the prime meridian (0° 
longitude) or about 180° east (or west) of Greenwich, the reference point of time zones. It is also 
known as the line of demarcation 

  

 
Longitudes and Latitudes 

How is time calculated through longitudes and latitudes? 

¶         When the earth is divided into longitudes and latitudes, it forms a grid. 
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¶         With the help of these girds, the longitude and latitudes are divided into degrees and time to 
find an exact location. 

¶         Each degree can be broken into 60 minutes, and each minute can be further divided into 60 
seconds. 

¶         To be precise, there are 60 minutes in one degree and each degree has a distance of 69 miles. 
Each minute is divided into 60 seconds. 

¶         As we go towards east from the International Date Line, we are reducing one day from our 
prior location in the west. In short, every location falling on the east of this line is one day earlier in 
time if compared to the locations in the west. 

¶         If we calculate by latitude, each minute is 1/60th of a degree, i.e. approximately one mile. 

¶         The equator lies at 0 degrees. 
Degrees of latitude 

¶         The distance between the degrees of latitude is somewhat same. However, the earth is 
slightly elliptical in shape which creates minute variations between the degrees as we go from the 
equator to the north and south poles. 

¶         Each degree of latitude is approximately 111 kilometres apart. 

¶         The distance at the equator is 110.567 kilometres. 

¶         The distance is 110.948 kilometres at the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn (23.5° north 
and south). 

Degrees of Longitude 

¶         Unlike latitude, lines of longitudes are not equidistant each other. These may vary when they 
converge at the poles. 

¶         0 degrees longitudes are at Prime Meridian 

¶         A degree of longitude is widest at the equator with a distance of 111.321 kilometres. 

 
International Date Line 
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The Dateline Is Not Straight 

¶         The dateline runs from the North Pole to the South Pole and marks the divide between the 
Western and Eastern Hemisphere. 

¶         It is not straight but zigzags to avoid political and country borders and to not cut some 
countries in half. 

What Happens When You Cross the Dateline? 

¶         When you cross the International Date Line from west to east, you subtract a day, and if you 
cross the line from east to west, you add a day. 

¶         Depending on which time zone the country follows, the time difference on either side of the 
line is not always 24 hours. 

¶         For example, if you travel the 1061 kilometers across the dateline from Baker Island to 
Tokelau you have to add 25 hours, or 1 day and 1 hour. 

 

COP24: UN Climate Change Conference 2018  

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper III 
V Environment, COP 24 

Why in News? 
× The annual UN climate change conference (COP24) opened in the Polish city of Katowice on 

December 3, with the goal of finalising the implementation guidelines for the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement. 

× We talked about mitigating climate change and India’s efforts in this regard through initiatives like 
the International Solar Alliance, tweeted Modi. 

Introduction: 
¶ Following a year of devastating climate disasters around the globe, from California to Kerala, and 

Tonga to Japan, the annual UN climate change conference (COP24) opened in the Polish city of 
Katowice on December 3 with the goal of finalising the implementation guidelines for the Paris 
Climate Change Agreement. 

¶ The 12-day conference will conclude on December 14. 
¶ The guidelines will provide clarity on how to implement the landmark agreement fairly and 

transparently for all. 
What is the COP24? 

¶ In 1992, the UN organised a major event in Rio de Janeiro called the Earth Summit, in which the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted. 

¶ In this treaty, nations agreed to 'stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere' to 
prevent dangerous interference from human activity on the climate system. 

¶ Today, the treaty has 197 signatories. 
¶ Every year since the treaty entered into force in 1994, a 'conference of the parties' -- a COP -- is held 

to discuss how to move forward and, since there have been 23 COPs so far, this year's will be the 
24th, or COP24. 

India's role at COP24: 
¶ Prime Minister Narendra Modi and UN chief Antonio Guterres held discussions about climate change 

and India's support for the Paris Climate Agreement on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit. 
¶ Secretary-General Guterres and the Indian leader discussed the upcoming UN Climate Change 

Conference (COP24) and the importance of the completion of the Paris Agreement Work 
Programme, its transparency framework and climate finance. 

¶ Guterres thanked Modi for his commitment to increase India's nationally determined contributions 
to the Paris Agreement. 
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¶ There were wide-ranging deliberations on various global issues including mitigating climate change 
and India’s efforts in this regard through initiatives like the International Solar Alliance (ISA). 

¶ The ISA is a treaty based inter-governmental alliance of 121 sunshine-rich countries that lie fully or 
partially between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

¶ As part of the Paris Climate Agreement, India has targeted to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions up 
to 35 per cent by 2030. 

Basic facts on COP24, UN's annual climate change conference: 
¶ The United Nations Climate Change Conference in Katowice is a huge venture which many parties 

are involved in, bringing together hundreds of people working for the final success. 
¶ COP24 will generate a carbon footprint of 55,000 tonnes of CO2. 
¶ To balance this emission, the State Forests will additionally plant more than six million trees (i.e. 

twice as many as in Central Park in New York City). 
Agenda of side events: 

¶ December 3: Just Transition 
¶ December 4: Electromobility 
¶ December 5: Innovation 
¶ December 6: Energy Sector 
¶ December 7: Forest 
¶ December 8: City 
¶ December 10: Finances and Climate 
¶ December 11: Measures, financing, technologies for clean air 
¶ December 12: Clean Fuels 
¶ December 13: Heating 
¶ December 14: Human 

Key topics of discussion at COP24 
During COP24, the Polish Presidency plans to focus its attention on three key topics: 

¶ Technology: To show that there are climate-friendly modern solutions, such as electromobility 
allowing for sustainable urban development, clean air and an opportunity for modern jobs. 

¶ Human: Emphasizing the need to lead change together with people through the solidarity and fair 
transformation of regions and industrial sectors. 

¶ Nature: Including multifunctional and sustainable forest management as part of climate neutrality 
and the role of forests as greenhouse gas sinks, and support for a synergic view of the three UN 
key conventions: on climate, on biodiversity and on desertification. 

The dozens of heads of states from around the world are joining the delegates already present in Katowice. 
President of Poland Andrzej Duda will welcome them during COP24’s opening ceremony. 
Vision for COP24 
Adopting a decision ensuring full implementation of the Paris Agreement: 

¶ Specifically, the parties involved in the conference will strengthen international cooperation by 
ensuring that national contributions to the global effort are transparent, responsibility is shared 
fairly and progress on reducing emissions and building resilience can be accurately measured. 

¶ Patricia Espinosa, the UN's Climate Chief, said: "This year is likely to be one of the four hottest years 
on record. Greenhouses gas concentrations in the atmosphere are at record levels and emissions 
continue to rise. Climate change impacts have never been worse. This reality is telling us that we 
need to do much more -- COP24 needs to make that happen." 

¶ A finalized set of implementation guidelines will unleash practical climate actions with respect to all 
targets and goals of the Paris Agreement, including adapting to climate change impacts, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and providing financial and other support to developing countries. 

¶ Six months after the 2015 Paris Summit, the negotiations on the implementation guidelines were 
launched and the Conference of Parties (COP24) was set as the deadline. 

Meeting the 1.5C target: 
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¶ The conference is being held hot on the heels of the Global Warming of 1.5C report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, as well as a cascade of UN and other reports on 
increasing greenhouse gas concentrations and emissions and on health and other serious impacts. 

Talanoa Dialogue: 
¶ COP24 will also conclude the year-long, Fiji-led Talanoa Dialogue, the first-ever international 

conversation of its kind to assess progress towards the goals of the Paris Agreement, including the 
goal of limiting global temperature increases. 

¶ One of the dialogue's aims is to find practical and local solutions for how countries can increase their 
ambition in the next round of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), which describe their 
individual efforts to reduce national emissions. 

¶ During the high-level event that will conclude the Talanoa Dialogue, ministers will consider the IPCC's 
1.5 degrees Celsius report and its relevance in the context of future actions. 

COP24: 7 Points Made By India 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper III 
V Environment, COP 24, Paris climate agreement 

Why in News? 
× Recently, the COP 24 was held at Katowice (Poland) 

India’s stand in the COP 24? 
¶ India on the night of December 12 said the Paris climate agreement was 'non-negotiable' and there 

could be no compromise on the basic principles such as equity and Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC). 

¶ The statement came at the ongoing 24th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP24) in the Polish city of Katowice, with the goal of finalising 
the implementation guidelines for the Paris Climate Change Agreement. 

India against diluting CBDR-RC 
¶ The statement came amid a move by the developed countries, led by the US and the EU, to dilute 

CBDR-RC, a principle within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) that acknowledges the different capabilities and differing responsibilities of individual 
countries in addressing climate change. 

¶ India and the other developing countries strongly resisted their move, citing the historical 
responsibility of the developed nations in emitting carbon dioxide, contributing to global warming. 

India for reducing global warming 
¶ India welcomed the recent IPCC Special Report, which says human activities are estimated to have 

caused approximately one degree Celsius of global warming above the pre-industrial levels and is 
currently increasing at 0.2 degree Celsius per decade. 

¶ Earlier, India, along with three other nations, had said the UN scientific report should be taken into 
account in the climate negotiations. 

¶ The BASIC group of nations comprising Brazil, South Africa, India and China had made its stand clear 
on the UN report on limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial levels 
at a joint-press conference held on the sidelines of the UN climate talks. 

7 POINTS INDIA MADE AT COP24, COMMITTING TO PARIS AGREEMENT 
¶ "We all agree that the Paris Agreement is non-negotiable. Therefore, the delicate balance reached 

between developed and developing countries must be retained, and the principles such as equity 
and Common but Differentiated Responsibility and Respective Capabilities must be given its 
due," India said at the ministerial session of the conference. 
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¶ It said the outcome at Katowice should be inclusive, consensus based and an integrated 
package, including all the components of the Paris Agreement Work Programme, to reflect the 
global consensus reached three years ago on this very day while adopting the Paris Agreement. 

¶ "Most importantly, we must stand with the poor, marginalised and vulnerable communities who 
would be most impacted by climate change to show that 'WE CARE'," India said in its statement. 

¶ It added that it was time we focussed on finding common grounds and supporting each other, based 
on the principles of equity and climate justice, so that "no one is left behind". 

¶ "It is important to ensure equitable access to global commons for all. The Paris Agreement signifies 
progress towards enhanced implementation of the Convention. While we do so, we have to 
maintain continuity in action by fulfilling pre-2020 commitments." 

¶ "While we continue to take stock of pre-2020 action and ambition next year as well, we expect 
that developed countries shall honour their pre-2020 commitments so that no undue burden is 
shifted to the post-2020 period. We also look forward to see the Doha Amendment coming into 
force as soon as possible," said the statement. 

¶ "The vulnerable populations are the worst hit by extreme weather events due to a lack of resources 
to cope with them. The report enjoins upon us to collectively address the issues of climate change 
with the urgency that it deserves," India said, days after the UN scientific report was blocked by 
countries, including the US, Saudi Arabia, Russia and Kuwait, at the ongoing climate conference. 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Which Countries did our PM visit in 2018? 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper II, Political Science optional 

Context: 
¶ As the year reaches its end, it is the time to look at the foreign visits of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. While it would have been nice to see the expenditure for each trip, most of these are under 
process. 

FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF PM MODI'S FOREIGN VISITS OF 2018: 
¶ Switzerland (January 22-23) 
¶ Jordan, Palestine, UAE and Oman (February 9-12) 
¶ Sweden, UK and Germany (April 16-20) 
¶ China (April 26-28) 
¶ Nepal (May 11-12) 
¶ Russia (May 21-22) 
¶ Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore (May 29- June 2) 
¶ China (June 9-10) 
¶ Rwanda, Uganda and South Africa (July 23-28) 
¶ Nepal (August 30-31) 
¶ Japan (October 27-30) 
¶ Singapore (November 13-15) 
¶ Maldives (November 17) 
¶ Argentina (November 28-December 3) 

 

All about Election Commission of India 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper II, IV 
V Polity, Election Commission of India 

Why in News? 
× Sunil Arora was appointed as Chief Election Commissioner. He took over from OP Rawat on Dec 2, 

2018. 
About ECI - Election Commission of India: 

¶ The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for 
administering election processes in India. 

¶ The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state Legislative Assemblies in India, 
and the offices of the President and Vice President in the country. 

¶ The Election Commission operates under the authority of Constitution per Article 324, and 
subsequently enacted Representation of the People Act. 

¶ The commission has the powers under the Constitution, to act in an appropriate manner when the 
enacted laws make insufficient provisions to deal with a given situation in the conduct of an 
election. 

¶ Being a constitutional authority, Election Commission is amongst the few institutions which function 
with both autonomy and freedom, along with the country’s higher judiciary, the Union Public 
Service Commission and the Comptroller and Auditor General of India. 
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¶ Founded in 1950. Initially had only one Election Commissioner 
¶ Two additional Commissioners were appointed to the commission for the first time on 16 October 

1989 but they had a very short tenure, ending on 1 January 1990. 
¶ The Election Commissioner Amendment Act, 1989 made the commission a multi-member body. The 

concept of a 3-member Commission has been in operation since then, with the decisions being 
made by a majority vote. 

¶ At Centre: The Chief Election Commissioner and the two Election Commissioners who are usually 
retired IAS officers draw salaries and allowances as per with those of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of India as per the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners 
(Conditions of Service) Rules, 1992. 

¶ At the state level: Election Commission is assisted by the Chief Electoral Officer of the State, who is 
an IAS officer of Principal Secretary rank. At the district and constituency levels, the District 
Magistrates (in their capacity as District Election Officers), Electoral Registration Officers and 
Returning Officers perform election work. 

Present Chief Election Commissioner: 
¶ Sunil Arora, a retired IAS officer of 1980  batch 
¶ The Election Commission of India is headed by the Chief Election Commissioner, assisted by two 

Election Commissioner. 
¶ Arora, takes over office at a time when the poll panel is in the midst of conducting assembly 

elections in five states, which are being considered as a semi-final to the 2019 general elections. 
Term of Office: 

¶ 6 years or upto 65 years, whichever is earlier 
Removal from office: 

¶ The Chief Election Commissioner of India can be removed from his office similar to the removal of a 
judge of the Supreme Court of India which requires a resolution passed by the Parliament with a 
two-thirds majority in both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha on the grounds of proved 
misbehavior or incapacity. 

¶ Other Election Commissioners can be removed by the President of India on the recommendation of 
the Chief Election Commissioner. 

¶ A Chief Election Commissioner has never been impeached in India. 
Functions: 

¶ Guardian of Indian Electoral procerss: The Election Commission is regarded as the guardian of 
elections in the country. In every election, it issues a Model code of Conduct for political parties 
and candidates to conduct elections in a free and fair manner. 

¶ Issues Model Code of Conduct: The commission issued the code for the first time in 1971 for the 5th 
Lok Sabha elections and revised it from time to time. 

¶ It lays down guidelines for the conduct of political parties and candidates during an election period. 
¶ However, there have been instances of violation of the code by various political parties with 

complaints being received for misuse of official machinery by the candidates. 
¶ The code does not have any specific statutory basis but only a persuasive effect. 
¶ It contains the rules of electoral morality. However, this lack of statutory backing does not prevent 

the commission from enforcing it. 
¶ Registration of Political Parties: A law regarding the registration process for political parties was 

enacted in 1989 and a number of parties got registered with the commission. 
¶ Issuing symbols to Political Parties: The election commission has the right to allow symbols to the 

political parties. It is noteworthy that Election commission cannot allot same symbol to two 
regional political parties even if they are not in the same state. 

¶ Recognition to Political Parties: It gives recognition to the national parties, state parties and regional 
parties. 

¶ Setting limits on expenditure: It set limits on poll expenses. 
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¶ Preparing and updating Electoral Rolls: The commission prepare electoral rolls and update the 
voter's list from time to time. 

¶ Notifications of dates and schedules of election for filing nominations are issued by the commission. 
Other Fucntions: 

¶ The commission can issue an order for prohibition of publication and disseminating of results of 
opinion polls or exit polls to prevent influencing the voting trends in the electorate. 

¶ In an attempt to decriminalise politics, the Election Commission has approached the Supreme Court 
to put a lifetime ban on convicted politicians from contesting elections. 

2017 Hackathon: 
¶ Election Commission organised an open hackathon on 3 June at 10 am, to attempt hacking of 

Electronic Voting Machine used by the commission in various Indian elections. 
¶ The NCP and CPI(M) were the only two parties that registered for the event but none of them 

participated. 
¶ Functioning of EVMs and VVPAT machines were demonstrated to the teams 

 
 

100 Important Questions On Model Code Of Conduct (Elections) 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper II, IV, IAS interview 
V Polity, Elections, Model Code of Conduct, Ethics case studies 

Why in News 
× Recently, assembly elections were held in 3 states- Rajasthan, MP and Chhattisgarh 
× 2019 is going to be a Lok Sabha Election year 

 
Let's get started: 
Q. 1. What is the Model Code of Conduct? 
Ans.The Model Code of Conduct for guidance of political parties and candidates is a set of norms which has 
been evolved with the consensus of political parties who have consented to abide by the principles embodied 
in the said code and also binds them to respect and observe it in its letter and spirit. 
  
Q. 2. What is the role of Election Commission in the matter? 
Ans. The Election Commission ensures its observance by political party(ies) in power, including ruling parties 
at the Centre and in the States and contesting candidates in the discharge of its constitutional duties for 
conducting the free, fair and peaceful elections to the Parliament and the State Legislatures under Article 324 
of the Constitution of India. It is also ensured that official machinery for the electoral purposes is not 
misused. Further, it is also ensured that electoral offences, malpractices and corrupt  practices such  as 
impersonation, bribing and inducement of voters, threat and intimidation to the voters are prevented by all 
means. In case of violation, appropriate measures are taken. 
  
Q.3. From which date the Model Code of Conduct is enforced and operational upto which date? 
Ans. The Model Code of Conduct is enforced from the date of announcement of election schedule by the 
Election Commission and is operational till the process of elections are completed. 
  
Q.4. What is applicability of code during general elections and bye-elections? 
Ans. 

1. During general elections to House of People (Lok Sabha), the code is applicable throughout the 
country. 
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2. During general elections to the  Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha), the code is applicable in the 
entire State. 

3. During bye-elections, the code is applicable in the entire district or districts in which the 
constituency falls. 

  
Q.5. What are the salient features of the Model Code of Conduct? 
Ans. The salient features of the  Model Code of Conduct lay down how 
political  parties,  contesting  candidates  and  party(s)  in  power should conduct themselves during the 
process of elections i.e. on their general conduct during electioneering, holding meetings and processions, 
poll day activities and functioning of the party in power etc. 
  
ON OFFICIAL MACHINERY 
 Q.6. Whether a Minister can combine his official visit with electioneering work? 
Ans. No 
The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electioneering work and shall not also make use of 
official machinery or personnel during the electioneering work. 
 Q.7. Whether  Govt.   transport   can   be   used   for  electioneering work? 
Ans. No 
No transport including official air-crafts, vehicles etc. shall be used for furtherance of the interest of any party 
or a candidate. 
Q.8. Whether Govt. can make transfers and postings of officials who are related to election work? 
Ans. There shall be a total ban on the transfer and posting of all officers/officials directly or indirectly 
connected with the conduct of the election. If any transfer or posting of an officer is considered necessary, 
prior approval of the Commission shall be obtained. 
  
Q. 9. Suppose an officer related to election work has been transferred by the Govt. before enforcement of 
model code of conduct and has not taken over charge at new place. Can such officer take over charge 
of office at new place after announcement of the code? 
Ans. No 
Status-quo-ante shall be maintained. 
  
Q.10. Whether a Minister of Union or State can summon any election related officer of the constituency or 
the State for any official discussion during the period of elections? 
Ans.No Minister, whether of Union or State, can summon any election related officer of the constituency or 
the State for any official discussions anywhere. 
If Union Minister is traveling out of Delhi on purely official business, which cannot be avoided in public 
interest, then a letter certifying to this effect should be sent from the concerned Secretary of the 
Ministry/Department to the Chief Secretary of the concerned State, with a copy to the Election Commission. 
  
Q.11. Can an official meet the minister on his private visit to the Constituency where elections are being 
held? 
Ans. No 
Any official who meets the Minister on his private visit to the constituency shall be guilty of misconduct 
under the relevant service rules; and if he happens to be an official mentioned in Section 129 (1) of the 
Representation of People Act, 1951, he shall also be additionally considered to have violated the statutory 
provisions of that Section and liable to penal action provided thereunder. 
  
Q.12. Whether Ministers are entitled for official vehicle during the election? 
Ans. Ministers are entitled to use their official vehicles only for commuting from their official residence to 
their office for official work provided that such commuting is not combined with any electioneering or any 
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political activity. 
  
Q.13. Whether Ministers or any other political functionaries can use pilot car with beacon lights affixed 
with siren ? 
Ans. Minister or any other political functionary is not allowed during election period, to use pilot car or car 
with beacon lights of any colour or car affixed with sirens of any kind whether on private or official visit, even 
if the State administration has granted him a security cover requiring presence of armed guards to 
accompany him on such visit. This prohibition is applicable whether the vehicle is government owned or 
private owned. 
 
Q.14. Suppose there is a visit of President / Vice President at any place in the State. Is a Minister allowed to 
use VIP Car with other protocol? 
Ans. Yes 
The Minister may leave with VIP car and other protocol from his headquarters to the place of visit of 
President/ Vice President and return to his headquarters without attending any other function/meeting with 
any other political functionary. This restriction shall be applicable from the time he leaves the Headquarters 
and till he reaches back the headquarters. 
 
Q.15. Suppose a vehicle has been provided to Minister by the State and the Minister is given an allowance 
for maintenance of such vehicle. Can it be used by the Minister for election purposes? 
 Ans. Where a vehicle is provided by the State or the Minister is given an allowance for maintenance of the 
vehicle, he cannot use such vehicle for election. 
 
Q.16. Whether facility of official vehicles can be withdrawn from those ministers who violate the 
provisions of Model Code of conduct? 
Ans. Yes 
The Chief Electoral Officer shall also recover the cost of propulsion from the ministers who may misuse their 
official position. 
 
 Q. 17. Whether there is any restriction or visits of members of National Commission for Schedule Castes or 
any other similar National/State Commissions? 
Ans. It is advised that all official visits of Members of such Commissions shall be deferred, unless any such 
visit becomes unavoidable in an emergent situation, till the completion of election exercise to avoid any 
misunderstanding that may arise in any quarters. 
  
Q. 18. Whether members of Finance Commission of Govt. of India can visit State(s)? 
Ans. Yes 
Provided neither the press briefings nor press notes would be issued, highlighting the achievements of the 
State or otherwise. 
  
Q.19. Whether Chief Minister and other Ministers can attend New Year Day function (of the State), which 
is a State function? 
Ans. No 
Only Chief Secretary and other officials may participate and no political person including Chief Minister or 
Minister may participate in such function where Govt. funds are used. 
 
 Q.20. Whether a Chief Minister/Minister/Speaker can attend a “State Day” function of a State? 
Ans. There is no objection provided that he does not make any political speech on the occasion and the 
function is to be conducted only by Govt. officials. No advertisement depicting the photograph of Chief 
Minister/Minister/Speaker shall be released. 
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Q. 21. Whether Governor/Chief Minister/Ministers can participate and address the Convocation function 
of University or Institute? 
Ans.Governor may participate and address the Convocation. Chief Minister or Ministers may be advised not 
to participate and address the Convocation. 
Q.22. Whether “Iftar Party” or any other similar party can be hosted at the residence of political 
functionaries, the expenses of which will be borne by State exchequer? 
Ans. No 
However any individual is free by to host any such party in his personal capacity and at his personal expense. 
Q.23.  Is there any restriction on address of Governor in the Assembly Session (budget)? 
Ans.  No 
ON WELFARE SCHEMES, GOVERNMENT WORKS ETC. 
 Q.24. Is there any restriction on issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer regarding 
achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power? 
Ans. Yes 
The advertisement regarding achievements of the party at the cost of public exchequer in the print and 
electronic media and the misuse of official mass media during the period of election is prohibited. 
 
 Q. 25. Whether hoardings/advertisements etc. depicting the achievements of the party(s) in power at 
Centre/State Governments at the cost of public exchequer can be continued? 
Ans.No 
All such hoardings, advertisements etc. on display shall be removed forthwith by the concerned authorities. 
Further, no advertisements should be issued in the newspapers and other media including electronic media 
at the cost of public exchequer. 
  
Q. 26. Whether a Minister or any other authority can sanction grants/ payments out of discretionary 
funds? 
Ans. No 
Ministers and other authorities shall not sanction grants/payments out of discretionary funds from the time 
elections are announced. 
  
Q.27. Whether money can be withdrawn from treasury against the sanctioned amount from the 
discretionary funds of Ministers to prepare draft in the names of beneficiaries which may be disbursed 
after process of election is completed? 
Ans. The funds may either be kept in “Personal Ledger Account” of the concerned Department or the release 
may be deferred till the completion of elections. 
 
Q.28. Suppose work order has been issued in respect of a scheme or a programme. Can it be started 
after announcement of election programme? 
Ans. Work shall not be started in respect of which work order has been issued before announcement of 
election but the work has actually not started in the field. If a work has actually started in the field that can 
be continued. 
  
Q.29. Whether fresh release of funds under MPs/MLAs/MLCs Local Area Development Fund of any scheme 
can be made? 
Ans.No 
Fresh release of funds under MPs/MLAs/MLCs Local Area Development Fund of any scheme shall not be 
made in any area where election is in progress, till the completion of the election process. 
  
Q.30. There are various rural development programmes/ schemes of Central government like Indira Awas 
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Yojana, Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana, Swaranjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana, National Food  for 
Work programme, National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. Are there any guidelines for 
implementation of these schemes/programmes? 
Ans. Yes 
Following guidelines shall be followed in respect of each scheme/programme as enumerated below:- 
a)    Indira Awas Yojana (IAY) 
Beneficiaries, who have been sanctioned housing scheme under IAY and have started work, will be assisted 
as per norms. No new constructions will be taken up or fresh beneficiaries sanctioned assistance till the 
elections are over. 
(b) ) Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar Yojana (SGRY) 
Continuing works in progress may be continued and funds earmarked for such works can be released. In case 
of any Panchayat where all ongoing works have been completed and there is a requirement for taking up 
new wage employment works and where funds released directly to the Panchayats from the Ministry of Rural 
Development are available, new works can be started from approved annual action plan for the current year 
with the prior consent of the District Election Officer. From other funds, no new works shall be started. 
c ) Swaranjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) 
Only those help groups which have received part of their subsidy/grant will be provided the balance 
installments. No fresh individual beneficiaries or SHGs will be given financial assistance till the elections are 
over. 
(d ) National Food for Work Programme(NFWP) 
There is no objection for continuance of old works and sanction of new works in those districts where no 
elections have been announced. In those districts where elections have been announced and are in progress, 
only those works may be undertaken that have already started physically on ground, provided outstanding 
advance given for implementation of such works at a given time shall not exceed the amount equivalent to 
work for 45 days. 
  
e)    National Employment Rural Guarantee Act (NERGA) 
The Ministry of Rural Development shall not increase the number of districts in which it is being implemented 
after announcement of elections. The job card holders will be provided employment in the ongoing work, if 
they  demand work, after announcement of elections. In case no employment can be provided in ongoing 
works, the competent authority may start new work(s) from the shelf of projects that has been approved and 
inform the fact to concerned District Election Officer (DEO). No new work shall be started by the competent 
authority till such time employment can be given in ongoing works. In case no shelf of project is available or 
all works available on shelf have been exhausted, then the concerned competent authority shall make a 
reference to the Commission for approval through the concerned DEO. The competent authority shall also 
furnish a certificate to DEO to the effect that the new work has been sanctioned as no employment can be 
given to the job card holder in the ongoing work. 
Q.31. Whether a Minister or any other authority can announce any financial grants in any form or promises 
thereof or lay foundation stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kinds etc.?Ans. No 
Ministers and other authorities shall not announce any financial grants in any form or promises thereof; or 
(except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc. of projects or schemes of any kind; or make any promise of 
construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc. or make any ad-hoc appointments in 
Government, Public Undertakings etc. 
In such case, senior Govt.  Officer may lay foundation stone etc. without involving any political functionary. 
  
 Q. 32. A budget provision has been made for a particular scheme or the scheme has been sanctioned 
earlier. Can such scheme be announced or inaugurated? 
Ans. No 
Inauguration/announcement of such scheme is prohibited during election period. 
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Q.33. Whether ongoing beneficiary scheme can be continued? 
Ans. No 
The processing of beneficiary oriented scheme, even if ongoing, shall be suspended during election period. 
Further, no fresh release of funds on welfare schemes and works should be made. 
Q.34. Suppose work order has already been issued for a scheme. Can work be started in respect of such 
scheme? 
Ans. No work shall be started in respect of which even if work orders have already been issued, if the work 
has actually not started in the field. Work can start only after the completion of election process. However, if 
a work has actually started, that can be continued. 
  
 Q.35. Is   there   any   bar   to   release   of   payments   for  completed work? 
Ans. There shall be no bar to the release of payments for completed work subject to the full satisfaction of 
the concerned officials. 
  
Q.36. How the Govt. may meet the emergency situation or unforeseen calamities, when there are 
restrictions for announcing welfare measures? 
Ans. For tackling emergencies or unforeseen calamities like providing relief to people suffering from drought, 
floods, pestilences, other natural calamities or welfare measures for the aged, infirm etc., Govt. may do so 
after obtaining prior approval of the Commission and all ostentatious functions shall be strictly avoided and 
no impression shall be given or allowed to be created that such welfare measures or relief and rehabilitation 
works are being undertaken by the Government in office with any ulterior motive. 
  
 Q.37. Whether financial institutions funded, partially or wholly by the Governments can write off loans 
advanced to any individual, company, firm, etc.? 
Ans. No 
The financial institutions funded, partially or wholly by the Governments shall not take recourse to writing off 
loans advanced to any individual, company, firm, etc. Also, financial limits of such institutions, while granting 
or extending loans, should not be enhanced by issuing of loans indiscriminately to beneficiaries. 
  
Q. 38. Whether tenders, auctions etc. relating to matters such as liquor vends, Tendu leaves and other such 
cases can be processed? 
Ans. No 
Processing of such cases should be deferred till the completion of election process in the concerned areas 
and the Govt. may make interim arrangements where unavoidably necessary. 
  
Q. 39. Suppose contract for Toll Tax is expiring at the end of financial year (31st March of the year), for 
which auction date has already been proposed/advertised. Whether auction can be held for awarding the 
contract? 
Ans. Yes 
Provided the contract is supervised by the Commissioner/Divisional Commissioner or some other senior 
District Officer directly answerable to the Commissioner/Divisional Commissioner and there is no change in 
the earlier policy or auction procedure. 
 
Q.40. Whether meeting of Municipal Corporation, Nagar Panchayat, Town Area Committee, etc. can be 
convened to review the revenue collection and preparing draft anuual budget etc? Ans. Yes 
Provided that at such meetings only the matters of routine nature relating to day-to-day administration may 
be taken up and not the matters relating to its policies and programmes. 
Q.41. Whether function regarding “Stop TB” programme can be held which may be inaugurated by a 
political functionary and whether an advertisement on “World TB Day” can be released and published? 
Ans. There is no objection provided – 
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i.    during the inauguration ceremony, no political speeches are   made , 
ii.    no advertisement with photographs of PM and / or any Minister is  issued , and 
iii.     advertisements    and speeches are confined to the subject  of combating and eradication of TB only. 
  
Q.42. Whether political functionaries can participate in the celebration of “Sadbhavna Diwas” which is 
celebrated through out the country? 
Ans.The Central Ministers / Chief Minister / Ministers in the States and other political functionaries can 
participate in the celebration of “Sadbhavna Diwas” subject to condition that the “theme” of their speeches 
should be confined only to the promotion of harmony among the people’ and no political speech should be 
made. Messages, if any, issued in the name of Minister should be confined to the theme of national 
integration only and should carry no photograph of the concerned Minister. 
  
Q.43. Whether State-level functions can be held for observance of Martyrdom of Martyrs which may be 
presided/attended to by Chief Minister / Minister? 
Ans.Yes 
Provided that the speeches of the Chief Minister and other Ministers should restrict to the Martyrdom of the 
Martyrs and praising them. No political speech or speech enumerating or referring to the achievements of 
the Government or party in power should be made. 
Q.44. Whether birthday celebration of Shri Babu Jagjivan Ram and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar which falls on 5th 
April and 14th April respectively as a State function may be conducted? 
Ans. Yes 
Provided it is not used as an occasion for political campaign or highlighting public achievements of the Govt. 
and also there is no ostentation and no political functionary addresses such meetings. The above restriction 
shall be equally applicable in all such other functions. 
  
Q.45. Whether Kavi Sammelan, Mushiaras or other cultural functions can be organized in connection with 
the Independence Day/Republic Day celebration and whether political functionaries can attend the same? 
Ans.Yes 
The Central Ministers / Chief Minister / Ministers in the States and other political functionaries can attend 
the programme. However, it will be ensured that no political speeches highlighting the achievements of the 
party in power are made on the occasions. 
  
Q.46. Whether films can be telecast on the occasions of birth and death anniversaries / ceremony 
anniversaries of prominent leaders in which VVIPs/VIPs may likely to feature? 
Ans. May not be telecast, in case the coverage involves VVIPs/VIPs. 
Q.47. Whether media campaign can be made for effective implementation of statutory warnings, etc. on 
sale of cigarettes and other tobacco products? 
Ans. Yes 
Provided that photos/messages of political personalities etc. shall not be associated with the campaign. 
 
Q.48. Whether political advertisements can be printed on  back side of the bus-ticket of Govt. owned 
buses? 
Ans. No 
Q.49. Whether Govt. can release convicted criminals on parole after following due procedures? 
Ans. If the Govt. feels that the release of any convict on parole is absolutely essential for certain compelling 
reasons, in that case Govt. shall consult the Chief Electoral Officer before granting parole. 
  
Q. 50. Whether minimum support price of wheat and other agricultural products can be determined? 
Ans. A reference in the matter shall be made to the Election Commission. 
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Q.51. Whether the Government can proceed and act upon the following indicative illustrative list of items, 
which is not exhaustive, without obtaining clearance/approval from the Election Commission? 
(i)    Extension of term of an official for further period except officials related to conduct of elections, 
(ii)    Enhancement of minimum penalty in case of ticket less travel, 
(iii)    Sanctioning of grants to consumer co-ordination council from consumer welfare fund to organize a 
conference on world consumer rights day, 
(iv)    Issuing advertisement regarding pulse    polio    immunization programme, 
(v)    Seeking financial assistance from National Calamity Contingency Fund for drought relief measure-
deputing of Inter-Ministerial team of officers to visit concerned State, 
(vi)    Request of the State Govt. for transportation of water and  fodder by Rail in areas declared drought 
affected, 
(vii)    Promotion of officials by convening DPC and filling regular posts falling due to retirement, 
deputation, etc., 
(viii)    Appointment of persons on compassionate    grounds    in pursuance of Court’s orders, 
(ix)    Celebration of “May-Day”, 
(x)    Providing additional charge of office of one officer to another one, 
(xi)    To call and finalize tenders of routine, repair maintenance, strengthening andupgradation public 
utilities being run by the local authorities, 
(xii)    Replacement/repair or damaged water supply distribution pipes, 
(xiii)    To issue work order of construction of public facilities and public toilets on BOT basis in pursuance of 
Court’s directions, 
(xiv)    To conduct the election of college students union, 
(xv)    Clearance of unauthorized structure/land as per orders of Court, 
(xvi)    Release of advertisement for activities relating to control of HIV/AIDS, 
(xvii)    Release of advertisement to create awareness about important provisions of labour laws, 
(xviii)    Purchase of uniform clothes and equipments for Police and awarding of Tender thereof, 
(xix)    Commencement of desilting of drain/cattle ponds 
(xx)    Grant of financialupgradation under assured career progression scheme to employees, 
(xxi)    Calling of tenders for work to control mosquitoes 
(xxii)    Transfer/posting of doctors, 
(xxiii)    To shift criminals from one jail to other jail in pursuance of Court’s orders, 
(xxiv)    To form Committee for stock of chemical fertilizer for Kharif and Rabi crops , 
(xxv)    To purchase medicine and equipments for hospitals for which grants have already been sanctioned 
and tenders for which were already called for. 
(xxvi)    Recruitment rally to enroll youth into the Army,  
Ans. Yes 
Provided that no impression is given or created that the same has been done with a view to influencing the 
electorate in favour of ruling party. Further, in the case of advertisements, photo of Minister/political 
functionary should not be contained therein. 
  
Q.52.  Whether the Government can proceed and act upon the following indicative illustrative list of items, 
which is not exhaustive, without obtaining clearance from the Commission? 
(i)    Issuing sanction orders to out of turn PCO/Telephone connections and to nominate members to 
various Telephone Advisory Committees which were ordered by the minister before the elections. 
(ii)    Issue of appointment order to a person as a part time non-official Director on the board of PSU after 
Cabinet’s approval. 
(iii)    Fixing of tariff for Major Port Trusts by Tariff Authority for major ports. 
(iv)    Sanctioning of grants From Consumer Welfare fund to eligible voluntary consumer organizations as 
per guidelines. 
(v)    Implementation of SEZ rules and regulations 
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(vi)    Publication of a booklet titled “Year of Achievement of the Department” highlighting    the    salient 
achievement of the Department, 
(vii)    Anganwadi Karyakartri Bima Yojana, an insurance scheme under the LIC’s social security group 
scheme foranganwadi workers and helpers, 
(viii)    Appointment of Central Govt. nominees to the General  Council as well as Executive Committee of 
National Council for Teachers Education, 
(ix)    Recruitment drive onlyfor wards of serving/retired service  personnel as a welfare measures for 
troops. 
(x)    Issue of advertisements in newspapers and video & audio spots on generic advertisement of 
processed food, 
(xi)    Issue of Notification for setting up a new Promotion Council for pharmaceutical sector, 
(xii)    Appointment of a person as a Sr. Consultant from a Private Company as Head of the internal system 
group to review the ongoing projects and E- governance nitiations  
Ans. No 
The  processing  of  aforesaid  items  may  be  deferred  till  the completion of elections. 
 Q.53. Whether State Govt. can seek clarification/ clearance/approval in respect of any proposal directly 
from the Election Commission? 
Ans. No 
Any proposal from State Govt. for seeking clarification/clearance/approval from the Election Commission 
should only be routed through Chief Electoral Officer, who will make his recommendation or otherwise in the 
matter. 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
  
Q.54. What are the main guidelines for political parties/candidates while making election campaign? 
Ans.During the election campaign, no party or candidate shall indulge in any activity which may aggravate 
existing differences or create mutual hatred or cause tension between  different castes and communities, 
religious or linguistic. Further, criticism of other political parties, when made, shall be confined to their 
policies and programme, past record and work. Parties and candidates shall refrain from criticism of all 
aspects of private life, not connected with the public activities of the leaders or workers of other parties. 
Criticism of other parties or their workers based on unverified allegations or distortion shall be avoided. 
  
Q.55. Are their any restrictions in using religious places for election propaganda? 
Ans. Yes 
Religious places like Temple, Mosque, Church, Gurudwara or other places of worship shall not be used as 
forum for election propaganda. Further, there shall be no appeal to caste or communal feelings for securing 
votes. 
  
Q.56. Can a candidate go to the office of Returning Officer for filing a nomination with a procession? 
Ans.No 
The maximum number of vehicles that will be allowed to come within the periphery of 100 mtrs. of Returning 
Officer’s office has been restricted to 3 and maximum number of persons that will be allowed to enter the 
office of Returning Officer has been limited to 5 (including the candidate). 
  
Q. 57. How many persons are allowed at the time of scrutiny of nominations by the Returning Officer? 
Ans. The candidate, his election agent, one Proposer and one other person (who can be an advocate) duly 
authorized in writing by the candidate, but no other person, may attend at the time fixed for scrutiny of 
nominations by Returning Officer. 
(Refer: Sec. 36 (1) of Representation of People Act, 1951) 
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Q. 58. Are there any guidelines regarding use of vehicles by ministers/political functionaries/candidates, 
who have been provided security cover by the State? 
Ans. Yes 
In respect of persons covered by security, the use of State owned one bullet proof vehicle for the particular 
person (PP) will be permitted in all cases where the security agencies, including the intelligence authorities, 
have prescribed such use. The use of multiple cars in the name of stand-by should not be permitted unless so 
specifically prescribed by security authorities. The cost of propulsion of such bullet proof vehicles where such 
use of bullet proof vehicles is specified will be borne by the particular person. The number of vehicles to 
accompany the carcade including pilots, escorts etc. will be strictly in accordance with the instructions laid 
down by the security authorities and shall not exceed them under any circumstances. The cost of propulsion 
of all such vehicles, whether owned by Government or hired vehicles, will be met by the State Government. 
The restrictions do not apply to the Prime Minister whose security requirements are governed by the 
Government’s Blue Book. 
  
Q.59. Whether there is any restriction for plying of vehicles for electioneering purposes? 
Ans.Candidate can ply any number of vehicles (all mechanized/motorized vehicles including two- wheelers ) 
for the purpose of election campaign but he has to seek prior approval of the Returning Officer for plying 
such vehicles and must display permit issued by Returning Officer in original (not photocopy) prominently on 
the windscreen of the Vehicle. The permit must bear the number of the vehicle and name of the candidate in 
whose favour it is issued. 
  
Q. 60. Whether a vehicle for which permission has been taken for election campaign in the name of a 
candidate, can be used for election campaign by another candidate? 
Ans. No 
Use of such vehicle for election campaign by another candidate shall invite action under section 171H of 
Indian Penal Code. 
  
Q.61. Can a vehicle be used for electioneering purposes without getting permit from the District Election 
Officer/Returning Officer? 
Ans. No 
Such vehicle shall be deemed to be unauthorized for campaigning by the candidate and may attract penal 
provisions of Chapter IX A of the Indian Penal Code and shall therefore be immediately out of the 
campaigning exercise and shall not be used for further campaign. 
  
Q.62. Whether there is any restriction on use of educational institutions including their grounds (whether 
Govt. aided, Private or Govt.) for political campaigns and rallies? 
Ans.Use of educational institutions including their grounds (whether Govt. aided, Private or Govt.) for 
political campaigns and rallies is not allowed. 
  
Q.63. Is external fitting/modification allowed in the vehicles used for campaigning? 
Ans. External modification of vehicles including fitting of loudspeaker thereon, would be subject to the 
provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act/Rules as well as other Local Act/Rules. Vehicles with modifications and 
special campaign vehicles like Video Rath etc. can be used only after obtaining the requisite permission from 
the competent authorities under the Motor Vehicles Act. 
  
Q.64.  Is there any restriction or use of rest houses, dak bungalows or other Govt. accommodation for 
campaign office or for holding any public meeting for the purpose of election propaganda?  
Ans.    Yes 
Rest houses, dak bungalows or other Govt. accommodation shall not be monopolized by the party in power 
or its candidates and such accommodation shall be allowed to use by other parties and candidates but no 
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party or candidate shall be allowed to use as campaign office. 
Further, it shall be ensured that – 
(i)    no functionary can use the Circuit House, Dak bungalow to set up campaign office as the Circuit 
Houses/Dak bungalows are only for temporary stay (boarding and lodging) during transit of such 
functionaries, 
(ii)    even casual meeting by Members of political parties inside the premises of the Government owned 
guesthouse etc. are not permitted and any violation of this shall be deemed to be a violation of the Model 
Code of Conduct, 
(iii)    only the vehicle carrying the person allotted accommodation in the guest house and not more than two 
other vehicles, if used by the person, will be permitted inside the compound of the Guest House, 
(iv)    rooms should not be made available for more than 48 hours to any single individual, and 
(v)    48 hours before the close of poll in any particular area, there will be freeze on such allocations till 
completion of poll or re-poll. 
  
Q.65. Are there any conditions for getting Govt aircraft/helicopters (including Public Sector Undertakings) 
by political parties/candidates? 
Ans.Yes 
While allowing the chartering of Govt. aircrafts/helicopters to political parties/candidates or private 
companies etc., the following conditions should be followed:- 
i    There should be no discrimination between the ruling party on the one hand and the other parties and 
contesting candidates on the other. 
ii    The payment will be made by the political parties or the contesting candidates and proper record 
maintained. 
iii    The rates and terms and conditions should be uniform for all. 
iv    The actual allotment should be made on the first-come first-served basis. For this purpose, the date and 
time of receipt of the application should be noted down by the authorized receiving authority. 
v    In the rare case when both the date and time of two or more applicants is the same, the allotment will be 
decided by draw of lots. 
vi    No individual, firm, party or candidate will be allowed to charter the aircraft/helicopter for more than 
three days at a time. 
 
Q.66. Is there any restriction on displaying poster, placard, banner, flag etc of the party concerned or the 
candidate on a  public property? 
Ans. Candidate may display poster, placard, banner, flag etc of the party concerned or the candidate on a 
public property subject to provisions of local law and prohibitory orders in force. For details, refer 
Commission’s instructions No.3/7/2008/JS-II ,dated 7.10.2008. 
Q.67. If local law/bye-laws permit wall writings and pasting of posters, putting up hoardings, banners etc. 
on private  premises /properties, is it necessary to obtain prior written permission from the owner of the 
premises/properties? 
Ans. Yes 
Candidate is required to obtain prior written permission from the owner of the properties/premises and 
photocopy(ies) of such permission should be submitted within 3 days to the Returning Officer or an officer 
designated by him for the purpose. 
  
Q. 68. Is there any restriction on displaying/carrying poster/ placard/ banner/flag of the party concerned 
or of the candidate on the vehicle during the procession? 
Ans. Candidate may display /carry one poster/placard/banner/flag of Candidate’s party/or his own on vehicle 
during the procession subject to conformity with the provisions of Motor Vehicle Act and any other local 
laws/bye-laws. 
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Q.69.  Whether there is any ban on use of plastic sheets for making use of posters/banners during the 
election campaign? 
Ans. The political parties and candidates should try to avoid the use of plastic/polythene for preparation of 
posters, banners etc. in the interest of environmental protection. 
 
 Q.70.  Is there any restriction on the printing of pamphlets, posters etc? 
Ans. Yes 
Candidate shall not print or publish, or cause to be printed or published any election pamphlet or poster 
which does not bear on its face names and addresses of the printer and the publisher thereof. 
(Refer : Section 127A of Representation of 1951) 
  
 Q.71. Whether there is any restriction on air dropping of leaflets/pamphlets by the Political 
parties/candidates? 
Ans.No 
Provided that all the expenses in this regard have been booked against the election expenses of the 
candidate, on whose behalf the leaflets/pamphlets are being dropped. 
  
Q.72. Is wearing of special accessories like cap, mask, scarf etc. of a candidate permitted during the 
campaigning? 
Ans. Yes, provided they are accounted for in the election expenses of the candidate concerned. However 
supply and distribution of main apparels like saree, shirt, etc. by party/candidate is not permitted as it may 
amount to bribery of voters. 
  
Q.73. Whether dummy ballot units of EVM can be prepared by the candidate for the purpose of educating 
the voters? 
Ans. Yes 
The dummy ballot units may be made of wooden, plastic or ply board boxes, half the size of the official ballot 
units and may be painted  brown , yellow or grey. 
  
Q.74. Whether there is restriction to display to the public any election matter by means of cinematograph, 
television or other similar apparatus? 
Ans. Yes 
Candidate can not display to the public any election matter by means of cinematograph, television or other 
similar apparatus during the period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for the conclusion of poll. 
(Refer: Sec. 126 of Representation of People Act, 1951) 
  
Q.75. Whether a candidate can print and distribute the diary/calendar/sticker depicting his image or image 
of Gods/ deities etc. 
Ans. No 
This will amount to bribery under section 171E of Indian Penal Code. 
  
Q.76. Whether distribution of printed “Stepney Covers” or other similar material containing symbol of 
party/candidate or without depicting it, is a violation? 
Ans. Yes 
In case, it is established that such material have been distributed, a complaint may be filed before the area 
Magistrate by District Administration against the distribution of the said material under section 171 B of the 
IPC. 
  
Q.77. Are there conditions/guidelines for setting up and operating of Temporary Offices by Party or 
candidate? 
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Ans.Yes 
Such offices can not be opened by way of any encroachment either on public or private property/ in any 
religious places or campus of such religious places/ contiguous to any educational institution / hospital / 
within 200 meters of an existing polling station. Further, such offices can display only one party flag and 
banner with party symbol/photographs and the size of the banner used in such offices should not exceed ‘4 
feet X 8 feet’ subject to the further condition that if the local laws prescribe a lower size for banner / 
hoarding etc., then the lower size prescribed by local law shall prevail. 
  
Q.78. Is there any restriction on the presence of political functionaries in a constituency after campaign 
period is over? 
Ans. Yes 
After the closure of campaign period (starting from 48 Hrs. before closure of poll), political functionaries etc. 
who have come from outside the constituency and who are not voters of the constituency should not 
continue to remain present in the constituency. Such functionaries should leave the constituency 
immediately after campaign period is over. This will not apply in the case of candidate or his election agent 
even if they are not voters in the constituency. 
 
Q.79. Is such restriction applicable in the case of office bearer of a political party who is in-charge 
of election in the State? 
Ans.Yes 
However, such restriction is not insisted upon during the general elections to Lok Sabha/State Assembly only 
in respect of the office bearer who is in-charge of the State during the election period. Such office bearer 
shall declare his place of stay in the State Headquarters and his movement during the period in question shall 
remain confined normally between his party office and place of his stay. The above restrictions will be 
applicable to all other functionaries in all elections. 
  
Q.80. Whether there is any restriction for holding public meeting or taking out processions? 
Ans. Yes. 
Prior written permission should be obtained from the concerned police authorities for holding of a meeting 
at any public or private place and for taking out processions. 
  
Q.81. Whether loudspeakers can be used for public meetings or for processions or for general propaganda 
without obtaining permission from Police authorities? 
Ans. No. 
Prior written permission should be obtained from the concerned police authorities for using loudspeakers. 
  
 Q.82. Whether there is any time limit for using loudspeakers? 
Ans.  Yes. 
Loudspeaker can not be used at night between 10.00 P.M. and 
6.00 A.M. 
Q.83. What is the deadline after which no public meetings and processions can be taken out?  
Ans.    Public meetings cannot be held after 10 PM and before 6.00 AM. Further, Candidate can not hold 
public meetings and processions during the period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for the conclusion 
of poll. Suppose, poll day is 15th July and hours of poll are from 8.00A.M to 5.00 P.M., then the public 
meetings and processions shall be closed at 5.00 P.M on the 13th July. 
(Refer: Sec. 126 of Representation of People Act, 1951) 
  
Q.84. Whether there are any guidelines for political parties/candidates for issue of unofficial identity slips 
to voters? 
Ans. Yes. 
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The unofficial identity slip, on white paper, shall contain only the particulars of the voter i.e. name, Serial 
number of voter, part No. in the electoral roll, s.no. and name of Polling Station and date of Poll. It should not 
contain the name of candidate, his photograph and symbol. 
  
Q.85. Is there any restriction on appointment of a Minister/M.P./M.L.A/M.L.C or any other person who is 
under security cover as an Election Agent/Polling Agent/Counting Agent? 
Ans. Yes 
A candidate cannot appoint a Minister/M.P./ MLA/MLC or any other person who is under security cover, as 
an election/polling agent/counting agent, as his personal security shall be jeopardized with such 
appointment, because his security personnel will not under any circumstances be permitted to accompany 
him into the 100 meter perimeter of polling stations described as the “Polling Station Neighborhood” and 
within the polling booth and campus of counting centre and within the counting centre. Also any person 
having security cover will not be allowed to surrender his security cover to act as such agent of a candidate. 
  
Q.86. Is a candidate allowed to appoint persons as polling agents from anywhere? 
Ans.No 
Such person who is appointed by the candidate as a polling agent must be an ordinarily resident and elector 
of the concerned polling station area only and not from outside the concered polling area. Such person must 
also have Elector’s Photo Identity Card. 
However, in the case of polling stations exclusively manned by the women polling personnel, the restriction 
of resident of same polling area shall not be applied for. 
  
 Q.87. Who is the authority to issue permits to Star Campaigners (Leaders) of the Political Parties who avail 
benefit under Section 77(1) of R.P Act, 1951? 
Ans.In case the mode of road transport is to be availed of by Star Campaigners (Leaders) of political, the 
permit will be issued centrally by the Chief Electoral Officer. If such party applies for issue of permit for the 
same vehicle to be used by any leader for election campaigning throughout the State, the same may be 
issued for such vehicle centrally by the Chief Electoral Officer, which will be prominently displayed on 
windscreen of such vehicle(s) to be used by concerned leader(s). If different vehicles are to be used by such 
party leaders in different areas, then the permit can be issued against the name of the person concerned who 
will display it prominently on the windscreen of the vehicle being used by such leader. 
  
 Q.88. Whether Opinion poll or Exit poll can be conducted, published, publicized or disseminated at any 
time? 
Ans. No 
The result of any opinion poll or exit poll conducted shall not be published, publicized or disseminated in any 
manner by print, electronic or any other media,  at any time- 
(a)    during the period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for closing of poll in an election held in a single 
phase; and 
(b)    in a multi-phased election, and in the case of elections in difference States announced simultaneously, 
at any time during the period starting from 48 hours before the hour fixed for closing of poll in the first phase 
of the election and till the poll is concluded in all the phases in all States. 
  
Q.89. Whether there is any restriction for transmitting Short Messages Service ( SMSs )? 
Ans.Yes 
Transmitting objectionable messages on SMSs during election is prohibited. For objectionable SMSs which 
may violate the law and ECI instructions issued in this behalf, the police authorities shall advertise special 
mobile numbers on which the receiver of such SMS can forward the said SMS with the mobile number of 
sender. The police authorities shall take action under the law. 

http://s.no/
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POLL DAY 
  
Q.90. Are there any guidelines for setting up of election booth by candidate/political parties 
near polling station on the day of poll ? 
Ans. Election booth can be set up beyond a distance of 200 meters from the polling stations, only with 1 table 
and 2 chairs with an umbrella or a piece of tarpaulin or cloth to protect the two occupants. Only one banner 
(3 x 41/2 feet) can be displayed showing the name of the candidate/ party / election symbol at the booth. 
However, two election booths can be set up, if more than two polling stations have been set up in a building 
 
 Q.91. Is it necessary to obtain written permission of the concerned Government authorities or local 
authorities for setting up of election booth? 
Ans. Yes 
It is necessary to obtain the written permission of the Government authorities concerned or local authorities 
before setting up of such booths. Written permission must be available with the persons manning the booth 
for production before the police /election authorities concerned on demand. 
  
Q.92. Is there any restriction of canvassing  in  or near  polling station? 
Ans. Yes 
Canvassing   for   votes  etc .   within  a distance of one  hundred meters of polling station is prohibited on the 
day of poll. 
( Refer : Section 130 of Representation of 1951) 
  
Q.93. Whether the use of mobile phone is allowed in the polling station? 
Ans. No person is allowed to either carry or use mobile phones, cordless phones, wireless sets etc. in 100 
meter perimeter of the polling stations described as the “polling station neighborhood” and within the 
polling booth. 
Only Observer/Micro Observer, Presiding Officer and security personnel are allowed to carry mobile phone 
but they will keep their mobile phones in silent mode. 
  
Q.94. Is there any restriction of going armed to or near polling station? 
Ans. Yes 
No person is allowed to go armed with arms as defined in Arms Act 1959 of any kind within the 
neighborhood of a polling station on the day of poll. 
(Refer: Section 134B of Representation of 1951) 
  
Q.95. How many vehicles a candidate is entitled for on the day of poll ? 
Ans.(i)    For an election to the House of the People, a candidate will be entitled to: 
               (a)    One vehicle for candidate’s own use in respect of the entire constituency. One vehicle for use of 
candidate’s election agent for entire constituency. 
               (b)    In addition, one vehicle for use of candidate’s workers or party workers, as the case may be, in 
each of the assembly segments comprised in the Parliamentary Constituency. 
(ii)    For  an  election  to  the  State  Legislaitve  Assembly,  a candidate will be entitled to: 
               (a)    One vehicle for candidate’s own use 
               (b)    One vehicle for use of candidate’s election agent 
               (c)    In addition, one vehicle for use of candidate’s workers or party workers. 
  
Q.96. If the candidate is absent from the constituency on the day of poll, can the vehicle allotted in his 
name be used by any other person? 
Ans. No 
Vehicle allotted for candidate’s use is not allowed to be used by any other person. 
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Q.97. Can any type of entitled vehicle be used on the day of poll ? 
Ans. No 
The candidate or his agent or party workers or workers will be allowed to use only four/three/two wheeler 
vehicles i.e. cars (of all types), taxis, auto rickshaws, rickshaws and two wheelers . In these vehicles not more 
than five persons including drivers are allowed to move on the day of poll. 
  
Q.98. Whether Political Party/Candidate can make arrangements for transporting voter to and from Polling 
Station? 
Ans. No. 
Any arrangement, direct or indirect, to carry any voter to or from polling station by any kind of vehicle used 
for transport is a criminal offence . 
(Refer: Sec. 133 of Representation of People Act, 1951) 
  
Q.99. Whether there are restrictions on plying of Govt./private vehicles on the poll day? 
Ans.No 
Public transport like buses, minibuses are allowed to ply but it should be ensured that they are not used 
clandestinely for the conveyance of voters. Further, private cars, taxies carrying passengers to places other 
than polling booths like hospitals, airports, railway stations, bus stands, friends and relations houses, clubs, 
and restaurants will be allowed on the road. But they should not be allowed to come clandestinely near the 
polling areas for the conveyance of voters. 
 
Q.100. Can a leader of Political party use private fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters for the purposes of 
supervising and monitoring the polling and counting process on the day of poll and counting? 
Ans. No 
Leader of a political party is not allowed to use private fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters for the purposes of 
supervising and monitoring the polling and counting process on the day of poll and counting. 
 

Types of Political Parties in India 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper II, This topic will also help you during Interview prepration 
V Indian Polity, Political Parties in India 

India has three types of political parties 
¶ National Parties 
¶ State Recognized Parties 
¶ Unrecognized Parties 

What are the conditions to become a national party in India? 
¶ Lok Sabha has 543 seats in total out of which a part should at least have 2 per cent of seats from at 

least three different states in India. 
India has seven national political parties: 

¶ Started in 1980, BJP's - Bharatiya Janata Party led by Amit Shah. 
¶ Started in 1885, INC's - Indian National Congress led by Rahul Gandhi. 
¶ Started in 1964, CPI-M's - Communist Party of India (Marxist) led by Sitaram Yechury. 
¶ Started in 1925, CPI's - Communist Party of India led by Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy. 
¶ Started in 1984, BSP's - Bahujan Samaj Party led by Mayawati Prabhu Das. 
¶ Started in 1999, NCP's - Nationalist Congress Party led by Sharad Pawar. 
¶ Started in 1998, AITC's - All India Trinamool Congress led by Mamata Banerjee. 

What are the conditions to become state recognised parties? 
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¶ A political party should at least win three per cent of the total number of seats in the legislative 
assembly. 

State Recognised parties in India: 
¶ Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) was started in 2012 in Delhi, Punjab. 
¶ All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) was started in 1972 in Puducherry, Tamil 

Nadu. 
¶ All India Forward Bloc (AIFB) was started in 1939 in West Bengal 
¶ All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) was started in 1927 in Telangana 
¶ All India N.R. Congress (AINRC) was started in 2011 in Puducherry 
¶ All India United Democratic Front (AIUDF) was started in 2004 in Assam 
¶ All Jharkhand Students Union (AJSU) was started in 1986 in Jharkhand 
¶ Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) was started in 1985 in Assam. 
¶ Biju Janata Dal (BJD) was started in 1997 in Odisha. 
¶ Bodoland People’s Front (BPF) was started in 1985 in Assam. 
¶ Desiya Murpokku Dravidar Kazhagam (DMDK) was started in 2005 in Tamil Nadu. 
¶ Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) was started in 1949 in Puducherry, Tamil Nadu. 
¶ Haryana Janhit Congress [ HJC(BL)] was started in 2007 in Haryana. 
¶ Hill State People’s Democratic Party (HSPDP) was started in 1968 in Meghalaya. 
¶ Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) was started in 1999 in Haryana. 
¶ Indian Union Muslim League (IUML) was started in 1948 in Kerala. 
¶ Jammu & Kashmir National Conference (JKNC) was started in 1932 in Jammu & Kashmir. 
¶ Jammu & Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) was started in 1982 in Jammu & Kashmir. 
¶ Jammu and Kashmir People’s Democratic Party (JKPDP) was started in 1998 in Jammu & Kashmir. 
¶ Janata Dal (Secular), JD (S), was started in 1999 in Karnataka, Kerala. 
¶ Janata Dal (United), JD (U), was started in 1999 in Bihar. 
¶ Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) was started in 1972 in Jharkhand. 
¶ Jharkhand Vikas Morcha (Prajatantrik), JVM(P), was started in 2006 in Jharkhand. 
¶ Kerala Congress (M), KC(M), was started in 1979 in Kerala. 
¶ Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) was started in 2000 in Bihar. 
¶ Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) was started in 2006 in Maharashtra. 
¶ Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party (MGP) was started in 1963 in Goa. 
¶ Manipur State Congress Party (MSCP) was started in 1997 in Manipur. 
¶ Mizo National Front (MNF) was started in 1959 in Mizoram. 
¶ Mizoram People’s Conference (MPC) was started in 1972 in Mizoram. 
¶ Naga People’s Front (NPF) was started in 2002 in Manipur, Nagaland. 
¶ National People’s Party (NPP) was started in 2013 in Meghalaya. 
¶ Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK) was started in 1989 in Puducherry, Tamil Nadu. 
¶ People’s Party of Arunachal (PPA) was started in 1987 in Arunachal Pradesh. 
¶ Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) was started in 1997 in Bihar, Jharkhand. 
¶ Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) was started in 1996 in Uttar Pradesh. 
¶ Rashtriya Lok Samta Party (RLSP) was started in 2013 in Bihar. 
¶ Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP) was started in 1940 in Kerala, West Bengal. 
¶ Samajwadi Party (SP) was started in 1992 in Uttar Pradesh. 
¶ Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) was started in 1920 in Punjab. 
¶ Shiv Sena (SS) was started in 1966 in Maharashtra. 
¶ Sikkim Democratic Front (SDF) was started in 1993 in Sikkim. 
¶ Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) was started in 2013 in Sikkim. 
¶ Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) was started in 2001 in Telangana. 
¶ Telugu Desam Party (TDP) was started in 1982 in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana. 
¶ United Democratic Party (UDP) was started in 1972 in Meghalaya. 
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¶ YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) was started in 2011 in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana. 
¶ Samajwadi Janata Party (Rashtriya), SJP, was started in 1990 in Uttar Pradesh 
¶ All India Public Freedom Party (AIPFP) was started in 2016 in Tamil Nadu. 

What is an unrecognized party? 
¶ An Unrecognized Political Party cannot contest an election on its symbol. This party has to choose 

from the list of 'free symbols' issued by the poll panel. 
¶ There are many unrecognised political parties in India which do not gain much attention in the 

elections. 
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SCHEMES AND POLICIES OF GOVERNMENT 

Central Schemes And Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

Relevancy 
V G.S. Paper 2 

The central schemes are divided into central sector schemes and centrally sponsored schemes (CSS). 
What is Central Sector Schemes? 

¶ Central sector schemes are schemes with 100% funding by the Central government and 
implemented by the Central Government machinery.  

¶ The central sector schemes are mainly formulated on subjects mainly from the Union List. Besides, 
there are some other programmes that various Central Ministries implements directly in States and 
UTs which also comes under Central Sector Schemes. In these schemes, the financial resources are 
not shifted to states 

What is Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS)? 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

¶ Centrally Sponsored Schemes are the schemes by the centre where there is financial participation by 
both the centre and states. Historically, CSS is the way through which central government helps 
states to run its Plans financially. 

¶ A stipulated percentage of the funding is provided by the States in terms of percentage contribution. 
The ratio of state participation may vary in 50:50, 60:40, 70:30, 75:25, or 90:10; showing higher 
contributions by the centre. Various central government ministries directly transfer money to the 
state governments. Implementation of Centrally Sponsored Scheme is made by State/UT 
Governments.  Centrally Sponsored Schemes are created on areas that are covered under the State 
List. 

Restructuring of the CSS 

¶ The CSS have undergone drastic restructuring after the recommendations of the XIV Finance 
Commission. Higher tax share and devolution from centre to states necessitated transfer of several 
schemes to the states. In this context, the restructuring of the CSS was a major outcome of the 
recommendations of the XIV FC. Similarly, states were given more flexibilities on the implementation 
of projects. Later, the NITI Ayog created Chief Minister’s Panel recommended reduction of number 
of CSS from 66 to 30. The Panel also grouped these schemes under three heads. 

o Core of the core 
o Core and 
o Optionala 

¶ Restructuring came into effect from 2016-17 budget onwards. In yet another meeting, the sub group 
of Chief Ministers, the CSS were reduced to 28. As a follow up, under budget 2017, there were only 
28 schemes. Out of these, core of the core were 6, core schemes were 22. A notable development 
was the shrinking number of optional schemes as such schemes were shifted to states. 

Financing of CSS 

¶ Centrally Sponsored Schemes are divided into three: core of the core,core and optional. Though each 
scheme envisages financial participation from the states as well, the state share differs for different 
schemes. Similarly, geographically difficult states will get higher central share. 

¶ Financing of core of the core schemes: these schemes comprises six umbrella schemes. After 
restructuring, the Core of the Core schemes will retain their expenditure allocation framework. Most 
of these schemes prescribes specific financial participation by states. For example, in the case of 
MGNREGA, state governments have to incur 25% material expenditure. 
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¶ Financing of core schemes: In the case of core schemes, the funding pattern is 60:40 for center and 
states respectively. But for difficult states (NE and Himalayan states), there will be 90:10 pattern.   

¶ Financing of Optional Schemes: For these schemes, the normal funding pattern is 50:50 and for 
difficult states its 80:20. States have the flexibility to decide whether to initiate a specific scheme or 
not. 
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SOCIAL ISSUES AND HEALTH 

What is The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2016? 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper I 
V Social Issues, Surrogacy, Issues related to women 

Backgrounder:  
¶ On August 24, 2017, the Union Cabinet approved the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2016. The bill was 

introduced in the Lok Sabha in November 2016 and was later referred to a parliamentary standing 
committee on Health and Family Welfare in January 2017. 

¶ The bill aims to shut down surrogacy shops, allowing only altruistic surrogacy, and banning 
commercial surrogacy. 

¶ Only a married blood relative, who must have herself borne a child, and is not an NRI or a foreigner, 
can be a surrogate mother, once in a lifetime. 

¶ The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2016 passed in Lok Sabha on 19-12-2018 allows only altruistic 
surrogacy by infertile Indian couples, legally married for at least five years. 

¶ Surrogacy is an arrangement where a couple commissions a woman (called a surrogate) to carry 
their child. 

¶ The Surrogacy Bill also provides for the constitution of a National Surrogacy Board, State Surrogacy 
Boards and appointment of appropriate authorities for regulation of the practice and process of 
surrogacy. 

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill 2016: All you need to know 
¶ According to the bill, only childless couples, legally married for at least five years, are allowed to 

commission surrogacy, from a woman who is a “close relative” of the couple. 
¶ Singles or those in a homosexual relationship cannot apply for surrogacy. The child, thus born, will 

be deemed to be the legal offspring of the intended couple. 
¶ As the bill restricts surrogacy by only a “close relative”, couples who do not have a large “close” 

family — or members in it who might be willing to be surrogates for them — cannot have a baby 
through surrogacy. The only available option for them will then be adoption. 

¶ Only a married blood relative, who must have herself borne a child, and is not an NRI or a foreigner, 
can be a surrogate mother, that too once in a lifetime. 

¶ The bill aims to shut down surrogacy shops, allowing only altruistic surrogacy, meaning that apart 
from the basic costs incurred in the process of childbirth, no other gratification (in cash or kind) 
shall be paid to the surrogate mother. 

¶ It bans commercial surrogacy that allows compensation, exceeding the medical expenses of 
childbirth, to be paid to the surrogate mother. 

¶ According to the bill, foreign nationals will not be allowed to apply for surrogacy in India, making it 
exclusively for Indian citizens, in accordance with the provisions. 

¶ Once enacted by Parliament, the National Surrogacy Board will be constituted at the central level, 
while the states and Union Territories will constitute the State Surrogacy Boards and State 
Appropriate Authorities within three months of the notification by the Central Government. 

J&K is the first Indian State to ban Sextortion 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS mains paper I, GS Paper IV 
V Social Issues, issues related to women, Sextortion, Ethics case studies 
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Why in News?  
× Jammu and Kashmir becomes first Indian state to ban sexual exploitation of women. 
× Jammu and Kashmir just became the first state to amend two state laws to ban sexual exploitation of 

women by any public servant, or people in a position of authority or sharing a fiduciary relationship. 
× Governor Satya Pal Malik, the head of State Administrative Council, approved the Jammu and 

Kashmir Criminal Laws Bill, 2018, and the Prevention of Corruption Bill 2018 on Friday. 
What is 'Sextortion'? 

¶ Sextortion is a type of sexual exploitation that creates non-physical pressures for gaining sexual 
pleasure. 

¶ In sextortion cases, abuse of power is the means of coercion and the category of sexual exploitation 
in which threatened to release sexual images or information. 

¶ This type sexual harrasment is explained as an abuse of power as well as a form of corruption. 
¶ Sextortion is a corruption in a form where the government officials, judges, educators, law 

enforcement personnel force people for sexual favours in return of something which is under their 
authority to grant. 

What is the amendment about? 
¶ The amendment of the two bills has been brought about to define a crime called 'sextortion'. 
¶ The amended laws make sextortion a non-bailable crime, with punishment not less than three years. 
¶ The armed forces won't fall in the purview of the amended laws due to their immunity under the 

Armed Forces Special Power Act (AFSPA). Amendments of the bill 
¶ The bill was amended in the state Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) where the specific offence is being added 

under Section 354 E to provide for the offence of 'sextortion'. 
¶ Ranbir Penal Code (RPC) is the criminal code applicable in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
¶ Physical or non-physical forms of forceful demands of sexual favours from any woman in exchange of 

some benefits or favours are crimes fall under the section 354 E. 
¶ An amendment in the Prevention of Corruption Act is also being made, according to the official 

statement. 
¶ Demand for sexual favours and the definition of misconduct will be conducted within the definition 

of Section 5. 
¶ Supreme Court Lawyer Suhail Malik said that the amendments made in the two laws of the state will 

separately deal the crime of 'sextortion' with people holding a position of authority or public 
servants. 

Why is the 'sextortion' bill unique? 
¶ The Supreme Court judge said that this was the first time in India that a corruption act has provisions 

to deal with 'sextortion'. 
¶ This is the first time where a legislation has been amended to bring sexual harassment under the 

ambit of the Prevention of Corruption Act. 
¶ Malik also confirmed that the punishment would vary, depending on the seriousness of the crime. 

 

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper I, Sociology Optional 
V Social issues, issues related to transgenders 

Why in NEWS? 
× The contentious Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016, which was tabled in the 

Lok Sabha by Thaawarchand Gehlot, the Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment in August 
2016 has been passed recently (DEC 2018) by Lok Sabha 

What the WHO says? 
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¶ According to the World Health Organisation, ‘transgender’ is an umbrella term that includes persons 
whose sense of gender does not match with the gender assigned to them at birth. 

¶ For example, a person born as a man may identify with the opposite gender, as a woman. 
¶ According to the 2011 Census, the number of persons who do not identify as ‘male’ or ‘female’ but 

as ‘other’ stands at 4,87,803 (0.04% of the total population).  
¶ This ‘other’ category applied to persons who did not identify as either male or female, and included 

transgender persons. 
The 2014 Supreme Court judgment: 

¶ In February 2014, the Supreme Court passed a landmark judgement, paving the way for enshrining 
the rights of transgenders in law. 

¶ The apex court deemed that individuals had the right to the self-identification of their sexual 
orientation. 

¶ It ruled that the fundamental rights granted by the Constitution are equally applicable to 
transgenders who constitute the 'third gender'. 

¶ The judgement also called for affirmative action in education, primary health care, and that 
transgenders be identified as beneficiaries of social welfare schemes. The blueprint for 
transgender rights legislation draws from the court's directives. 

Background: 
¶ The first effort at framing legislation for the same was made in December 2014 by Tiruchi Siva, a 

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) Rajya Sabha MP. 
¶ The Rights of Transgender Persons Bill, 2014, was introduced as a Private Member’s Bill in the Rajya 

Sabha by Mr. Siva. It was unanimously passed in the Upper House but was never debated in the 
Lok Sabha. 

¶ The Bill passed in the Rajya Sabha had many progressive clauses including the creation of institutions 
like the national and State commissions for transgenders, as well as transgender rights courts. 

¶ These remedial measures to prevent sexual discrimination were done away with when the 
government drafted The Rights of Transgender Persons Bill, 2015. 

Highlights of the Bill: 
¶ The final version of the legislation identifies transgenders as being “partly female or male; or a 

combination of female and male; or neither female nor male”. This definition which draws a 
clinical caricature is a departure from the intention of the original Bill to cleanse society of the 
stigma it placed on transgenders. 

¶ Moreover, to be recognised as transgenders, individuals have to submit themselves to a medical 
examination by a District Screening Committee comprising of a Chief Medical Officer, a 
psychiatrist, a social worker, and a member of the transgender community. This is in stark contrast 
to the 2014 Bill which gives individuals the right to self-identify their sex. 

¶ The anti-discriminatory clauses of the Bill are extended to education, health care and social security. 
The provision of earmarking jobs for transgenders, a central plank of the 2014 Bill, has been lost in 
translation, with the diluted new draft ditching reservations and espousing equal opportunity in all 
spheres of life, as a panacea to create equity among the sexes. 

¶ Grievance redressal has been internalised, with establishments consisting of hundred or more 
persons mandated to designate a complaint officer to deal with any violation of the Act. This is in 
lieu of the setting up of central and State transgender rights courts. 

What did the standing committee recommend? 
¶ In its report on the 2016 draft Bill, the committee draws attention to the inadequate definition of the 

third gender, which is founded on a heterosexual worldview. It also advocates extending civil 
rights enjoyed by the citizenry, such as marriage, divorce, and adoption, to encompass the third 
gender. 

¶ The draft is also riddled with internal contradictions. While it has criminalised discrimination on the 
grounds of sex, it maintains that transgenders are covered under the legislation for inheritance. It 
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must be noted that it is often the families of transgenders who excommunicate them and push 
them into penury. Instigating transgenders into beggary or leaving their domicile is a punishable 
offence for which the maximum term is two years. 

¶ Some of the recommendations that find a place in the final draft include the rescue, protection, and 
rehabilitation of transgenders. Educational institutions have been directed to adopt an inclusive 
approach that is gender-neutral. The government has also formulated welfare schemes especially 
targeted at transgenders such as basic medical facilities including sex reassignment surgery. 
Vocational training programmes are also in the pipeline. 

¶ However, the ambiguity in the definition of the "third sex" lends itself to misinterpretation. Section 
377 of the Indian Penal Code, which has been used to criminalise non-heterosexual sex, draws 
many transgenders into its net. Non-conformist sexual orientation is scoffed at and transgenders 
often find themselves at the receiving end of disproportionate attention from law enforcement 
agencies. 

¶ However, the Supreme Court ruling on August 24, 2017, that the Right to Privacy was a fundamental 
right, and was thereby applicable to the protection of sexual orientation of citizens gave a reprieve 
to the LGBTQ community. The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2016 is slated to be 
re-introduced in winter session of Parliament which starts on December 15, 2017. 

 

1st International Child Sexual Abuse Conference 

Relevance: 
GS Mains paper I, II 
Social Issues, Child abuse, child sexual abuse, First conference on child sexual abuse 

Why in News? 
× 1st international child sexual abuse conference being held in Kolkata on 14-15 Dec 2018 

Why this meet is being held in India? 
¶ The global meet comes close on the heels of reports that India accounted for around 2.4 million 

instances of online child sexual abuse last year. 
Why an urgent need for such a conferece? 

¶ Global trends indicate that criminals are using the power of modern technology to exploit children 
and these trends include trafficking, buying and selling of children for sex, live porn, etc. 

¶ According to the INTERPOL, around 2.4 million instances of online child sexual abuse were reported 
from India in 2017. 

¶ Over 24.46 lakh children were abused in 2017 in India. 
¶ Out of that, more than 80 per cent of children were girls under the age of 14. 

Who all will attend the conference? 
¶ Among those who will participate in it are officials from WBCPCR, IJM, chairpersons of women 

commissions across the country, senior police officials from six countries, and government 
representatives, prosecutors and judges from 15 countries like Germany, Uganda, Canada, Kenya, 
the US, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and India. 

¶ Officials from social media giant Facebook and major consulting firms Deloitte, 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers (PwC) are also expected to be present. 

¶ Intelligence Bureau and FBI representatives will also be part of this global conference, as reported by 
Mumbai Mirror. 

What are the expected results of the conference? 
¶ Global cooperation in terms of policing and laws is the need of the hour to counter the online child 

sexual abuse as the issue is, in nature, border-less. 
¶ The current cyber laws in India are "mainly for protecting data" and are "not enough" to counter 

such instances. 
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¶ The key discussions at the conference would include four panel sessions --
 trends, challenges, bridges and solutions. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

ISRO successfully launches GSAT-7A: The Angry Bird 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper III 
V Sci-tech, Security, GSAT-7A, Space 

Why in News? 
× An exclusive satellite meant for the Indian Air Force, GSAT-7A was launched successfully from 

the Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SHAR) here on 19-12-2018 
Background: 

¶ The GSAT-7A, along with the earlier GSAT-7 and GSAT-6, will form the band of communications 
satellite for use of the security forces. 

¶ Along with GSAT-7 and GSAT-6, this new satellite, dubbed the "Indian Angry Bird", will form the band 
of communications satellite for use of Indian military. 

9 MOST IMPORTANT POINTS ON GSAT-7A: 
¶ The 2,250-kg military communications satellite GSAT-7A was launched on 19-12-2018 from 

Sriharikota, using the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mk II. 
¶ "This is a sophisticated satellite made to the specifications of the user and it can even help connect 

with handheld devices, flying objects even in remotest of places," ISRO chairman Dr K Sivan said. 
¶ The Indian Navy already has a satellite dedicated for its own use -- the GSAT-7, also called Rukmini, 

which was launched in 2013. The GSAT-7 provides the Navy the "real-time secure 
communications capability" over the Indian Ocean region. This does away with the need to rely 
on satellites operated by foreign operators, "which are prone to monitoring and eavesdropping". 

¶ It will add a "powerful redundant layer of communication to the Integrated Air Command and 
Control System for the air warriors". So far, the IAF has been relying on hiring transponders, which 
are prone to snooping. 

¶ Recently, the Ministry of Defence cleared a plan to set up a special "Defence Space Agency" - an 
integrated tri-services unit that will use all Indian space assets for the benefit of the armed forces. 

¶ The GSAT-7A, along with the earlier GSAT-7 and GSAT-6, will form the band of communications 
satellite for use of the security forces. The country has a battery of earth-imaging CartoSAT series 
of satellites and a RadarSAT and a Hyperspectral Imaging Satellite that provide inputs to secure 
India's borders. 

¶ Besides, the country has the Regional Satellite Navigation System or NAVIC -- a constellation of 
satellites that, among other things, help in precision guidance of missiles. 

¶ The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) Mk II -- which is powered by an indigenous 
cryogenic engine -- will be on its 13th flight today. Its last five flights have been successful. The 
rocket is almost 50 meters high. 

¶ The 17th mission for ISRO this year is also the space agency's 69th rocket launch from Sriharikota. 
 

Signs Of Water Found On Asteroid Bennu 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper III 
V Sci-tech, asteroid Bennu, NASA Spacecraft, OSIRIS-REx 

 Why in News? 



BrainyIAS (84594-00000)   

www.brainyias.com 

× Scientists discovered evidence of water on asteroid Bennu using the data from NASA's OSIRIS-REx 
spacecraft. 

× ASA's OSIRIS-REx spacecraft discovered evidence of water on a relatively nearby skyscraper-sized 
asteroid, Bennu, a rocky acorn-shaped object that may hold clues to the origins of life on Earth, 
scientists said on Monday. 

× OSIRIS-REx, which flew last week within a scant 12 miles (19 km) of the asteroid Bennu, some 1.4 
million miles (2.25 million km) from Earth, found traces of hydrogen and oxygen molecules - part of 
the recipe for water and thus the potential for life - embedded in the asteroid's rocky surface. 

× The probe, on a mission to return samples from the asteroid to Earth for study, was launched in 
2016. Bennu, roughly a third of a mile wide (500 meters), orbits the sun at roughly the same 
distance as Earth. There is concern among scientists about the possibility of Bennu impacting Earth 
late in the 22nd century. 

× From August through early December this year, NASA's OSIRIS-REx spacecraft aimed three of its 
science instruments toward Bennu and began making the mission's first observations of the 
asteroid. 

× Data obtained from the spacecraft's two spectrometers, the OSIRIS-REx Visible and Infrared 
Spectrometer (OVIRS) and the OSIRIS-REx Thermal Emission Spectrometer (OTES) revealed 
the presence of molecules that contain oxygen and hydrogen atoms bonded together, known as 
'hydroxyls.' 

What is Spectroscopy? 
¶ Spectroscopy is the technique of splitting light (or more precisely electromagnetic radiation) into its 

constituent wavelengths (a spectrum), in much the same way as a prism splits light into a rainbow 
of colours. 

¶ However, in general, a spectrum is generally more than a simple ‘rainbow’ of colours. 
¶ The energy levels of electrons in atoms and molecules are quantised, and the absorption and 

emission of electromagnetic radiation only occurs at specific wavelengths. 
¶ Consequently, spectra are not smooth but punctuated by ‘lines’ of absorption or emission. 
¶ In simple terms, Spectroscopy is the study of the interaction between matter and electromagnetic 

radiation. 
¶ Historically, spectroscopy originated through the study of visible light dispersed according to its 

wavelength, by a prism. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND GLOBAL ISSUES 

Why did India offer $1.4 Bn support to Maldives? 

Relevance: 
V GS Prelims, GS Mains paper II, Political Science Optional 
V International Relations, Indo-Maldives Relations 

Why in News? 
× India will give financial assistance of 1.4 billion USD to the Maldives, the biggest aid yet to the Indian 

Ocean island nation that is grappling with debt from a Chinese building spree. 
× PM Modi made the announcement after talks with Maldives' new president, Mohamed Ibrahim 

Solih, who defeated the pro-China strongman Abdulla Yameen in a surprise election result in 
October and is trying to reset ties with India. 

× Modi said India stood ready to help the Maldives as a close friend and neighbour. 
What all did China build in the Maldives? 

¶ China's infrastructure development in the Maldives included a bridge linking Male (Maldives' capital) 
and the airport, and construction of housing units. 

¶ While the new government under Solih is still trying to figure out the dire economic situation, the 
Chinese debt is estimated to be between 1.5 to 3 billion USD. 

Why the ties between India and Maldives plunged to an all-time low? 
¶ The Maldives neither participated in the multi-national 'MILAN' naval conclave, a congregation of 

littoral navies conducted biennially by the Indian Navy at the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which 
was held in mid-March this year, nor did its defense minister led his country's delegation to take 
part in the Defence Expo 2018. Let’s find out the reasons. 

Background of the Maldives economic crisis: 
¶ The Maldives, on February 1, 2018, plunged into crisis after the Supreme Court quashed terrorism 

convictions against nine leading opposition figures including the exiled, first democratically 
elected president, Mohamed Nasheed. 

¶ Tensions came to a head when Abdulla Yameen's government rejected the ruling and imposed an 
emergency on Monday, February 5, 2018, and then in next morning arrested the chief justice 
Abdulla Saeed, another judge and several politicians, including Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, former 
Maldives president, and Yameen's half-brother. 

¶ Gayoom ruled the Maldives for 30 years until 2008 and now stands with the opposition. 
¶ Yameen then appointed a new chief justice after removing his predecessor for ordering the releases. 
¶ Meanwhile, Nasheed, who was granted asylum by Britain after the Male government allowed him to 

leave jail for medical treatment abroad in 2016, sought Indian intervention to resolve the nation's 
most serious political crisis in years. 

¶ He urged regional power India to send an envoy backed by its military to release Maldivian political 
prisoners. 

¶ He also urged the United States to block the financial transactions of Yameen's government. 
¶ India's ties with Maldives nose-dived because it criticised the Abdulla Yameen government for 

imposing a 45-day emergency in the archipelago nation. 
¶ India, the United States, and Britain had urged Yameen to honor the rule of law and free the 

detainees. 
¶ India had also criticised Yameen's decision to hold elections in September saying the rule of law 

should be restored before embarking on such an exercise. 
Why was an Emergency declared by the Yameen government? 
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¶ Since Yameen took power in 2013, his government has faced heavy criticism over the detention of 
opponents, political influence over the judiciary and the lack of freedom of speech. 

¶ Addressing the nation on state television, Yameen said he had acted to prevent a coup, and 
suggested that the judges had chosen to side with his opponents because they were being 
investigated for corruption. 

Maldives external debt to China: 
¶ The influence of China on the Maldives, an island nation in the Indian Ocean, considered a backyard 

of India, has been growing and it is seen as a concern in New Delhi. 
¶ China opened an embassy in the Maldives in 2011 and since then, has rapidly built ties with the 

tropical island chain as part of its Belt and Road Initiative. It says it is opposed to any country 
interfering in the internal affairs of the Maldives. 

¶ In 2012, the Yameen administration terminated a contract with an Indian company to renovate the 
country's airport in favour of a Chinese company. 

¶ Last year, the government pushed a trade agreement with China through parliament without debate, 
eliminating tariffs on 95 per cent of Chinese goods over eight years. 

¶ As part of Xi Jinping's Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing granted loans and sent state-owned companies 
to develop the Maldives ports and other public works. 

¶ A new International Monetary Fund report projects the Maldives' external debt will hit 51.2 per cent 
of GDP in 2021 from 34.7 per cent in 2016 as a result of the projects. 

Present situation between India and the Maldives: 
¶ India stands ready to work with the Maldives to strengthen maritime security and help expedite 

inclusion of its Indian Ocean neighbour in the Commonwealth again. 
¶ Welcoming newly-elected Maldivian president Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, President Kovind said that 

along with strengthening bilateral relations, both countries must also enhance partnership 
on global issues. “Climate change needs urgent attention and action. We are deeply concerned of 
its impact, and especially so on the Maldives and other small island states that are most 
vulnerable to it," he said. 

¶ The president said India is honoured that Solih has chosen to visit the country on his first State Visit 
and that too, within a month of assuming office. 

¶ Welcoming the Maldives into the Indian Ocean Rim Association as its newest member, Kovind said 
India invites the country to join the International Solar Alliance. 

 

Modi articulates 5 action points to promote peace, prosperity in 

Indo-Pacific region 

Relevance: 
V GS Mains paper II 
V International Relations, India-US-Japan Relations 

Why in News? 
× Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

had a “very good” and “friendly” meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 summit (Dec, 2018) “JAI 
(Japan, America, India) trilateral marks the coming together of three friendly nations. 

× India, Japan and the US have agreed that a “free, open, inclusive and rules-based” order is essential 
for the Indo-Pacific’s peace and prosperity as the leaders from the three countries held a trilateral 
meeting for the first time, amid China flexing its muscles in the strategic region. 

× Asserting that India will “continue to work together on shared values,” the PM said, “When you look 
at the acronym of our three countries -- Japan, America, and India -- it is ‘JAI’, which stands for 
success in Hindi.” 
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5 action points to promote peace, prosperity in Indo-Pacific region: 

¶ The Prime Minister articulated five action points that would serve the common interest of promoting 
peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. 

¶ He assured all countries of the inclusiveness and openness of this framework and highlighted the 
importance of working jointly in areas: connectivity, sustainable development, disaster relief, 
counterterrorism, maritime & Cyber security and unfettered mobility. 

¶ Modi also underlined the importance of building consensus on an architecture in the Indo-Pacific 
region based on the principles of mutual benefit and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

  
Vis a Vis China: 
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¶ The trilateral meeting took place at a time when China is engaged in hotly contested territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea, and with Japan in the East China Sea. 

¶ Both the areas are said to be rich in minerals, oil and other natural resources. 

¶ China claims almost all of the South China Sea. Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and 
Taiwan have overlapping claims in the waterway, which includes vital sea lanes through which about 
$ 3 trillion in global trade passes each year. 

¶ The US has been conducting regular patrols in the South China Sea to assert the freedom of 
navigation in the area where Beijing has built up and militarised many of the islands and reefs it 
controls in the region. 

¶ Prime Minister Modi, in his keynote address at the Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore in June 2018 
expounded India’s stand on the strategic Indo-Pacific region. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


